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Ch: What is Democracy? Why Democracy? 

READ THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS THROUGHLY AND TRY TO 
UNDERSTAND AND WRITE IN YOUR H.W.COPY.  

 

Question 1. 
“Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts”. Discuss. 
Answer: 
Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts. In any society, 
people are bound to have differences of opinions and interests. These differences 
are particularly sharp in a country like ours which has an amazing social diversity. 
People belong to different regions, and have different languages, practise different 
religions and have different castes. They look at the world very differently and have 
different preferences. The preferences of one group can clash with those of other 
groups. Democracy provides the only peaceful solution to this problem. In 
democracy, no one is a permanent winner. No one is a permanent loser. Different 
groups can live with one another peacefully. In a diverse country like India, 
democracy keeps our country together. 

Question 2. 
What are the various aspects of democracy? 
Answer: 
We may refer to three aspects of democracy—political, social and economic. 

• Political Aspect: Political democracy requires “government by consent and 
political equality.” Democracy, as a form of government, implies that elections 
must be held with reasonable frequency. Moreover, there should be more than 
one political party competing for political power. 

• Social Aspect: A democratic society is one in which an atmosphere of equality 
prevails. There should be no discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste 
or sex. Every one should have equal access to shops, restaurants, hotels and 
places of public entertainment. Our Constitution guarantees equality to every 
person before law. 

• Economic Aspect: Political democracy will be a reality only when it is 
supported by economic democracy. The most stable democracies of the world 
are those which have extensive welfare schemes for the poor people. 

Question 3. 
What are the merits of a democratic government? 
Answer: 
The merits of a democratic government are : 



• A democratic government is a better government because it is a more 
accountable form of government. 

• Democracy improves the quality of decision-making. 
• Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts. 
• Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens. 
• It is better than other forms of government because it allows us to correct its 

own mistakes. 

Question 4. 
Why has India not experiences a famine as severe as that of China in 1958-61? 
Answer: 
China’s famine of 1958-1961 was the worst recorded famine in the world history. 
Nearly three crore people died in this famine. During those days, India’s economic 
condition was not much better than China. Yet India did not have a famine of the 
kind China had. Economists think that this was a result of different government 
policies in the two countries. 

The existence of democracy in India made the Indian government respond to food 
scarcity in a way that the Chinese government did not. They point out that no large-
scale famine has ever taken place in an independent and democratic country. If 
China too had multiparty elections, an opposition party and a press free to criticise 
the government, then so many people may not have died in the famine. 

Question 5. 
What are the drawbacks of a democracy. 
Answer: 
The following are the draw backs of a democracy : 

• Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 
• Democracy is all about political competition and power play. There is no scope 

for morality. 
• So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that it leads to delays. 
• Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people. It leads to bad 

decisions. 
• Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. 
• Ordinary people don’t know what is good for them; they should not decide 

anything. 
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